





ieee CE REI tas 2 RTE Rae bce 








nme ee 


BM eligiaws Lewquiver. 











COME NOW. AND LET US REASON TOGETHER.——-ISAIAH I. 18. 


Se ——— ee - 











FDITED BY REV. RICHARD womeet ies E.—HAKTFOKD, CONN. J. RUSSELL, PRINTER. 





S)epen anx.in apvance.}| SATUR DAY, SEP TEMBER * 26, 182 _[VOL. I.—NO. XXIV. 








a ee eee 


ATC TA TYR ’ those whom he had from all eternity, determined to con- 
WISHOP WATSON, jthose \ : y, deter : 
» Geib. 
On the Doctrines of Christianilu | ‘'fhis doctrine, which St. Chrysostom, amongst the an- 


leients, and .4rminius, ouster the moderns, reprobated 
When we speak concerning the truth of revealed reli-;as unworthy of God, bas been zealously maintasmed by 
wn, Ve inciude not only the certainty of the divine Mis-: Caivin and St. dustin. In my bumble judgment, they 


sions of Moses and of deus, but the nature of the several pave done great service to Christianity, who have endeav- 
lor tris promulgated by them to mankind. Now voulored to show that it is not founded in Scripture. For 
auy ask me, what these a ctrines are? | know what! pothine has contributed more to the propagation of Deism, 
y are tome ; but pretending to no degree of infailihi!'-!than the making doctrines abhorrent from reason, parts 
i think it safer to tell you where they are contained, : of the Christian systein. ‘Phere may he doctrines anove 


an Wihalthey are. ‘Vhey are contained in the Bible ‘i pensoen: but nothine. which is evidently contrary to rea- 


mine readiug of that book, your sentiments con-leon, can ever be justly considered as a partol the Chiis- 
av the doctrines of Ciuistis uity should be dierent: 
un (hose of your neighbour, or from those of the ¢ hurch, | 
: persnaded cn your part, that infallibility appertains as | 
ttle to you, as it docs to the church of which youare a 
weber, or to any individual who differs from you. Tol 


tian dispensation. 











ards the church, you ought to preserve reverence aod POR THE INQUIRER. 

spect 5 and in your public teachine. you ought not, Ty Rais . 

hiatst yor ¢ tinue to minister in it, to disturb the public Wr. Lor, 

we, by uppositiun to ats d wtrines ; and towards indi- Men are naturally endowed with certain powers of 

tual, of whatever denomination of Christians they may} mind, which render them adequate to distinguish betwixt 
} ’ 


, Who difler from you, you ought to preserve charity of truth and error, right and wreng. ‘Thie may be imferred 

houeht, and ¢ ourtesy otc mde 3 and if you lo this, 5 Our | from the following Scripture s— ‘és Come, now, apd let us 

fiscordance of opinion will be attended with-no mischief, |reason together, saith the Lord.” And again, * Why 
public or private. even of yourselves judge ye not what is mght.”” 

any learned men have bestowed much useless labor| Mea possessing a capacity to judge betwixt right and 

a defining what are the fundamental verities of the Chris-| wrong, it is their duty to exercise their judgment in all 


uian teligion ; useless | esteem it, because the same things matters in which they are interested, especially that of 


are not fundamental to all men, and there is no infallible|religion. John, the beloved disciple, says “ Beloved, bes 
judge of controversy to settle the disputes which may arise. | lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether the 
A Papist beheves the doctrines of transubstantiation, of| be of God.’ Paul says, to his Philippian brethren, * And 


worshipping of images, of invocation of saints, of purga-|this | pray, that your love may abound yet more and more ” 








_ of the insalvability (aftbe word may be admitted) of jin knowledge, and in all judgment, that ye may approve 

heretics, and of the imfaltibility oi popes, ccuncils, an ings that are excelle nt? —(or, as some understand these 
ehurches, to be fundamental doctrines ; a Protestant does} last words, that ye may try things that differ and are con- 
nol beheve any of these doctrines to be fundamental. Pro- fot ried.) 
festants differ irom each other in their sentiments concern- 
sng the kucharist, concerning the Trinity, concerning sat- 
sstaction, original sin, and personal predestination ; but| 
the wisest amongst them do not esteem any particular | 


matters of religion. as well as ip all others ; yet there isa 
opinion concerning any of these points, to be so fundamen. | certain class of professed Christians who have been, and 
taily ryote ‘ ‘ 


ly right, that salvotion will not belong to those who} are still endeavoring by unlawful meons) to deprive men 
think otherwise. por their rights, which heaven has bestowed upon them.— 
; Personal predestination gag many to he a di: octrine | The rights of free in quiry and private judgment, over 
‘ul of impiwty and despair. ‘They think it impious, vs it} which they were able, in the darker ages of the church, 
represents God to be a blind or malignant being ; blind, to triumph, they are sensible, if exercised, will defeat 
uf he dooms a man to eternal destruction, without knowing | their deeply concerted schemes, which they have laid in ore 


Notwithstanding Scripture, reason, and coramen sense 
ar their united testimony to the truth, that men, gener- 
a are qualified, and ought to judge for themselves 1a 


Ds 


whether he will do good or evil; and malignant, il, know- | der to support a favorite c reed, 
ng, he makes no distinction in his decrees be Awee n them It has been, and now is the practice of this class of pro- 
who bey, aud them who disobey him.—T hey think it a} fessed Christians, to tell those who do not believe in, nor 
doctrine pregnant with despair ; for now to be persuaded | assent to their suppose d infallible creed, that they are ‘na 
that you are mevitably doomed to everlasting punishment, \ carnal state, blind, and unable to judge ; but that they 
that no future rectitude of conduct, no penitence for what! themselves are spirilually illuminated, and of course are 

past, no suppheation, no intercession, nothing whichj|able to judge. When these spiritual tyrants, and lordly 
1 be done by yourself, or by any other for you, can in| bigots, have succeeded in making the people believe this 
Hie Soast avail to the altering of your fate ; what is this, |statement, itis not to be wondered at that the grossest ab- 
jay they, but to overwhelm the soul with the blackness of | surdities are palmed upon them for genuine truth. When 
despondent horror? Is it not, they ask, a more impious}a system of faith is issued forth, with c rtain minatory and 
doctrine than that of Epicurus—fer that represented God i datnatory clauses annexed to it, which none can escape 
a3 not troubling himself in the government of the world, as who call in question its truth, or refuse to comply with its 
making no distinction between the tighteous and the wick- ? quisiti ns; Whenit is asserted upon the authority of the 


ed, as suffering both to dic and become extinct? But|word of several pious D. D's. that unless men faithfully 
‘his represents him as co 





ming te everlasting torments, believe every @rticle contained init, they shall inevitably 


ed 





























































ah 136 RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
PaaS m = 4 Se ate _ fii 
mie: ae eae ny lini, Te Waele 
Cas jerish eternally, wv is not SUrprisins that those who YOR THE INQUIRER, 
ea ave of a week and pns Pini nous make. should, Mp Editor. 
ky without he itaney, behave ile whote to be truth, If you think the following worthy cfinser 
bs, thouch itactually may be au IMpOSitiOR UPSD COM- tion in your useful paper, you are at liberty ¢ 
bs mon sense, 2 me Hey of n yisense and contradic- publish it. 
b ie ition. Were we to look abroad into the worl4, 
fa we should discover in innamerable inetances, | FO BELIEVERS IN ERD) ESS MISERI 
A 4 sons, who have beeain this wey first figbted ont Ofall the subjects which tend to convey de jec- 
i ftheir reason, and then into the belief of ue-stion wto the contemplative mind, none see: 
-rossest inconsistences, Woatever ma aid more dreadfal than that of endless miscry. T's 
‘ in favor of the exercise of extern i force iis ev- have the belief deeply impressed apon my mind, 
dent these con ilsive ineasnres we i these thata fellow being with whom ! have been con 
y which the (ruth as it is in Jesus, was iiret prop- nected in life, or with whom | have been closely 
vated and defended : neither can they be of ser- united by the social ties of friendsiip, must be 
vice to the cause of truth and relwon at toe pre- doome dto astate of never-cmdiag- Misery in the 
at day. ‘They are wmperious and tyrannical, world to come for sin committed in this mortal 
i ‘catrary to the spirit ard eonins of the gospel. state, would certainly overwhelm the feeble :ow- 
* They are an infringe nent upon those rights of ers of my understanding ; and cast an im peLetra 
y mscience, which onght ever to be preserved ble gloom over the beantiivl creation of God.—ts 
le sacred and inviclable ; and have a direct ten.den at possible jor any one to pote ture to bims Hamore 
of cy 10 prey nt all inproverment in the science of awful, a more heart-rending, or soui-destroying 
4 pore religion ; acd are calenlated to entail icno > doctrine, than a never-ending stafe of inexpressi- 
4s ‘* rane, error, and superstition to the latest gene-jble torment ? 
ration. Consder, for a moment, your bell Mled with 
ss ‘The abst rdity or this mode of lofe rnelh: ¢ and | on i stlow creatures, perhaps those with whom 
S propagving religion, may be seen ni contrasting! you have spent an agreeable lifetime. baraimg in 
it with that prescribed by the Apostle. & The lire avd brimstone, yea, more, your own children 
servant of the Lord, (sa,s he.) omst not strive strolling and roasting in the fiery billows! how 
but be gentle unto all mon: aptto teach ; patient ;jshonuld you feel? What language could express 
; in meekness instracting those that oppose them-|your agony while beholding such a scene ot hor- 
: selves, ub fiod peradventure will give them re-|ror ?—Infants, bone of your bone, and flesh of 
. pentince to the acknowledging of the truth.” your flesh, bearing on thetr cheeks the smile of 
: Those persons who resort to the moihbods we |innocence—harmiess as the dove—behold thei 
e have mentioned, viz. that of discouraging freedam |tender limbs—see them clas sped in their mother’s 
‘ of inquiry and private judgment, in order to pro- |arms—view them as the gift ofheaven—and while 
pagate their sentiments are base intruders epon|beholding this pleasing prospect, anticipate end 
the natural rights of man; because it isthe natn-|less torments to be their portion ; and if you do 
ral right of every nan to make the best use he|not shudder at the thought then ! think you must 
can of his own intellectual faculties. They arejbe destitute of the feelings of a Christian or a man. 
enemies to truth and the gospel; hecause free|Can any reasonable being after one moments re- 
examination ts the way to troth, and the gospel | flection consign to an endless hell his enemy 
gains ground the faster, the more its doctrines andj whom he is commanded to love ; when at the 
evide: ces are examined. ‘Those who set them-!same time he professes to be a follower of Him 
selves up to judge for their neighbours, and en-|who had “ cowpassion on the ignorant, and them 
deavor to impose their opinions upon them with. that are out of the way.’ who when he ‘ was re- 
out producing evidence in their support, are the viled. reviled not again ;’’ who said that he ** came 
enemies of God and man. They are impostors, ‘not to destroy men’s lives, bnt to save them 
and it is sincerely hoped they will be treated as} Can that man bea Christian, who possesses a / 
such by community. {disposition to persecute those who do not beheve 
If man has a richt to jutge for himself, certain- in human creeds, and stiematizes with the name 
ly no other has a right to judge for him: and to of mwfidels all those who profess to beheve in the 









attempt 1, 


That all men would exercise the rights 
inquiry and private judgment, which is the Di 
lege of all, is the sincere and fervent desire of 


PHILALETHES. 
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emper, we paren surely ends 
t sweet iF 


YOr tor en- 
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is to strike at the most valuable inter-. promises of God to Abraham, Isaec, and Jacob 
est of man, considered as a reasonable creature. 


of free earth shall be blessed in Christ th 


if we consider how much the comfort or ~ tel 
ane: isiness of all around us depe ne on the ‘dae they unequiv ocally declare, 


, 
kindreds or the 


e seed 0 


‘that all the nations, anc 


families, 
f Abra- 
iham ? 

QO, ye believers in the endless misery of your 
fellow mortals, how can you refuse your assent 
to the promises and oath of God, and the testimo- 
ny of all his holy prophets and apostles, when 
that every knee 

shall bow, every tongue shall er, that they 
ihave righteousness j in Him, and that a!! I shall know 
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Him, from the leost to the: greatest 5‘ ths ut cat! 
che ends of the world soall reraeajber ant tarp 
rato the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations 
shall worship before him.” | 
O deluded brethren, receive theese testimonies 
asthe truths of God; reyecttoe doctrines of men, 
and believe on Him who is tue ** pustifier of the’ 
ungedly 3°’ and that the * restitetion ofafi things” 
is a doctrine which ** God hath spoken by tie) 
mouths of all brs boly prophets sace the world, 
began ;” by beleving which, yous HS enter 
into rest.” But can you ester mto rest. under 
the fall conviction that you yourself «til be mute 
endlessly miserable in the worl! to come ? No,! 
you cannot; u ts utterly impossibie. Well then,! 
love your neighbor as you do yourself and you 
will not doom him, with one half of toe human’ 
family, to an eternal hell, qaicker than you will 
yourself —Remembeor this. | 
“ Love y our enemies,” 1s the declaration of 
Christ, the Savtour of the world ; but if deve in 
plies a dis poe ition to were nt endlessly and oo-, 
mercifully, then love and hatred are synonimons 
terms. For if you hated them with an Ev Bk: | 
L.SPtNe HarReD. you certaialy could do vo worse | 
than to torment them without end ; no, aot even! 
the devil himself, (whom you describe as the very | 


worst ofall bemes.) could infitct a inore dreadful ithe practice 


punishment ; and if vou say, God will do this, 
you must perceive that you represent oar Heav- 
erly Father, ‘who ts love, * and * whose mer- 
ey endureth for ever,” as cruel and revengeful 
as the infernal enemy of God and man. 

O, ye ministers of eternal misery ! 
ten to the soothing Voice of inspiration, which de- 
clares ** that God hath made of one blood all na- 
tions ;°’ that ‘:al! are brethren ;”’ that his * good 
pleasure is to gather together in one, all things in 
Christ ;°? and that he ‘* willdo all his pleasure.” 
** Preach peace to all that are afar off, and to all 
that are nigh ;” tell them, that “ Christ hath 
male peace through the blood of his Cross, by 
him to reconcile all things unto himself’ &c.— 
teach them that Christ died for us when we were 
sinners, and that ** Ged was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them.” and assure them that this re 
conciliation will be effected, * For he must reien 
(ill he hath put all enemies under his f-et.’’—Aill 
things must be subdued unto him. And when 
all things shall be subdued unto him, then sh U 
the Son also himself be subject unto him that did 
put all things under him, that God may be all in 
all.” 

He that considers his Heavenly Father to be 
his enemy, or so filled with rage that be will cut 
him down, and assign him his portion with devils 
and damned sonis, to be tormented thronuch the 
wasteless ages of eternity, must be bereft of his 
s«nses, totally insane, or under strange delusions. | m 
B»t he that ean look up to God as his Father, pro- 


Come. lhis- 


‘unto the knowledce of the truth.’ O what con i] 
jiidence can be placed in « Being who is infinitely 


tion to heara Mr Harrison, a Pr 


left his st: and, J addressed hi im—< and ¢ shse TY edt that 





tecter, and friend, heholds in him something that 
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for tra: -ceads the love of aneartily parent. Veer 
he can behold a Being who ts ‘ceed to all, and 
whose tencer mercies are over add hi Wie rKs “id 


i , 
» - & P ri 1 » ! ~ " ~ 
whaviell have all mento be saved, and com 


good, ‘infi nat lovely, and intiaitely merciful. 
Now let nssay. in the word: of the Avostle, * that 
neither de: th nor lite, sor angels, nor] rincipali 
lies ner powers, nor things present, nor things te 
come, nor height, nor do pth, por any other crea 
ture, shall be able to «e arate Us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” i 
A FRribap » Aur Men. 
Newtown. 





Mr. Editor. 
in the month of Auenst, being on a visit @ 
the town of .Juenia, N. Y. | received an invita , 
-byterian Mis 
At the close | 


[sion wry. deliver anevering Lectur 
icf tis discourse, he said he wou! \d rejute an an 
ecdote.—He stated that he had been on a Mi ; 
sion in the western parts of Noy York—that ata , 
certain place where there had been a great rev! ‘ 
val, there livedan Infidel, who had long been im f 
of ridiculing religion. This man 
happened one evening to attend meeting—retarn 
ing home, a friend observed, they had a glorious , 
meeting : Yes, said the Infidel, truly; but I will 

not be a fool—I will not be converted. He went d 
the second time, and was convicted in such an 6 
alarming devree, that when he cet home. he 
walked the floor inthe greatest agony imaginable, 
fie tol’ the Lord that he was mad with him, and 
that he micht convert him, if he lad «a mind to 
His horrid shrieks and groans alarmed his lite 



































son, who ran into the streets and called in thal 
neighbors, who fonnd the father in all i . horror” 


of an infuriated demon. ‘his wonderful cireum- 
stance terminated in the hope fal conversion of 
this bold Infidelitous Universalist. A few days 
after, he went to a friend, whom he had deluded 
by the pernicious doctrine of Universalism, and 
said, Sir. I am come to redeem the counterfe! 
money I passed, viz. Universalism.—A« the 
preacher said he knew the man, aud had conver- 
ced with him since hig conversion, as soon as he 


ae it was my boast to believe, that the doctrine 
which he called pernicious, was of God, and be 
ing a resident of New-¥ ork, I wished to know the 
name of the man alluded to, in order that I micht 
callon him. He said it was a delicate mattey. 
and he could not divulge his name. Please then, 
Sir, said I, give me the name of the town? I can- 
not.— Then. Sir, give me the name of the coun 
ty? No, said he, do not urge me, do not urge 
e.——He left the School- House in great haste 
acl agitated. My last reply was, Sir, if you ie 
not know any thing of the place, you ought te be 
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excused.—A Mr. Sanford. (a friend of this Mis- denomination who see fit, or believe it to be the 
aionary.) said he woald give the name of the per- duty, should oppose the doctrine which we be 
son. the next morning. But on being called upon lieve and advocate ; they have a right so to do 


by Mr. Milo Winchester, of Sharon, he could give and if they sincerely believe, that all who believe 


no information, but said, it might be in Oxtord, N.; with us, wre in danger of being eternally misera- 
York. ble, we are ready to acknowledge tt is their duty 
J,.WHITNAL. (to oppose the sentiment. But fet it be done tare- 

; iilv-—witheat the aid of falsehood or misrepresen 

REMARKS. italion. We hove no interest in error. We de 

While we feel tt our duty to expose the fas -sire not to be misled ;—convince us by fair arga- 
hoods which are resorted to, to prejadice thejaent, daty supported by Scriptare and rexson, 
minds of the people against the doctrine of God's a nd we vield to you the p: im of victory. These 


Unmwversal Benevoleace, we cannot h: - [ec ling! storie s of conversions of Universalist: ‘h: ive been 
grieved, that those who step forward in the world, |) rroved acain and again to be false : but shonld 
as ministers of Christ, and as professors “sf th atithey be } proved true, this would be no evidence 
religion which requires that we should speak th ejtoa ines re and reflecting mind that the doctrine 
truth every man to his ne igl hbor: and who ought its fils 
to be examples of righteousness to mankind— | Evory sincere and true believer, forms his faith 
shonld so far forget the high and holy vocation on the divine testimony, ip on What another i. 
whereunto they profess to be called, as to violate lieves ; and ifall the world were opposed to the 
those obligations, which are indispensible with the }sen wena irre himself, it would make no difference 
Christian. But such is the fact. Were we in-!with bim. A Universalist from principle, and 
clined to believe in TOTAL prePR viTY, Wwe should, leaning on the word of God, it weuld make ne cif: 
consider these wilful misrepreseatations and false- fers nee, whether ten, or ten thousand believed— 
hoods. made by men ch uming the sacred charac- |er once h lewing, had renounced the se niime: < 
ter of Servants of God—piety and all holiness Shonld these remarks meet the eye of Mr. B 
—as the fullest evidence we conld have of that|we hope it ma yprovea friendly mornition to him 
de -pravity. We are persni aded that persons of ‘to be careful in future not to risk his reputation 
every denomination, who have a due regard for'to please any man; nor to give support to a fiver- 
the cause of the Redeemer, and who love truth, tte theory by means which are disgraceful to a 
must fee] wounded to see such base means resort- ‘gentleman and a minister of Chris =t: and we hom- 
ed to, to put down any sentiment whatever. how- Ibly pray, that he, and others, who are engaged in 
ever erroneous they may consider 't. We re-jthe same work, may feel more of the powerfal 
peat it, we feel grieved for our brother, who baz- linflue nce of divine love. and more of the spirit of 
arded the foolish and absurd story above related,|riziteousness, and a more sincere regard {04 
but where shall we find an excuse ? If there is ltrath. 
anv palliation for the wrong. it must be in that he [Epiron Ina. 
pas advised or urged by others older in the min- — 
Btry, to exert himself in opposing Universalism. 
od as atransient preacher—young and inexpe- 
Tienced—full of zeal, and prompted by others— 
sand probably conceiving that he should not be (No. 13. Continued trom page 181.) 
 questioned—unforton: itely, in an unguarded mo- We were examining what Lave been the conse- 
ment, overstept the bounds of truth, to aid what} quences of a numerous priesthood, their irftlu- 
he considered the cause of truth ence and controul over education, and their dart 
There appears to be aaumber of persons who ind mysterious learning upon Christian ity, socie- 
are called ministers—or Missionaries, who are|ty, and themselves. We have e attempted to show 
out of employment, and are continually travelling |that Christianity had from these canses heen to 
about the country preaching. It so happens these|':lly corrupted at the period of the reformation 
gentlemen have their Sermonsready written, and|We intend to notice one more particular, as to 
all levelled at the doctrine of Universal Salva-|the corruption of Christianity, from the causes 
tion. There is scarcely one in twenty of these {referred to, which escaped the pruning knife of 
itinerants, that can preach on any other subject.|the reformation, and continues io the present day 
or at least they do not. Perhaps they are sent/in its full vigour, 
about the country for this purpose, and their Ser We allnde to the establishment of what is call 
mons prepared in Yale, or Andover, for them toled Theological Science, upon the basis of Chris 
deliver in certain places or parishes, where the|tiantty. According to the prevailing notions, 
settled clergyman’s salary rests on too precarions| Theology ts a science, as much as Mathematics, 
a foundation to risk those broad assertions and} Law, or Medicine. Science. is any thing which. 
mi-representations, which the itinerant may with|can be learned, or acquired ; but according to the 
more safety spout from the desk ordinary acceptation, it signifies a departs nt or 
We have no objection tha! preachers of every|svstem of knowledge, and consists of a combina- 


FOR THE INQUIRE! 


Of the explication of the Sc riplures. 























RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. de 
tion of dacts and principles, the latter being only h: is been gained by building a system of theslogy 
teductions or conclusions from the former. Al|upon the basis of the Christian religion? Every 
mere collection of naked frets, however nume-| metaphysical science, as we have observed, is at 


rous or complicated they may be, cannot be dig- 
niGed with the name of Scieuce ; there must be 
nciples as well aa facts, and consequently a pro 
cess of deduction or reasoning by which those 
priveiples are established ; for all principles ex- 
ot a tew prim iry ones, which are self-evident, 
are only deductions fr om facts, and are the results 
of a process of reasoning which is more or less 
sertain. 

All sciences, except pure Mathematics, are 
abject to doubt and error, and are in a great 
measure hypothetical. ‘They have been con- 
siantly changing from the earliest period of hu 
man knowledge ; one system has sueceeded to an 

her: one theory has given way io make room 
‘or another theory, which, in its turn has yielded 
o amore plausible, or amore fortunate one.—- 
ihe science of one age is regarded as error, de 
jasion, pedantry, or blick letter learning, in’ the 
next. Butthe principies ofevery science always 
remain the same, as ail sctence, with the excep- 
tion of the mathematics, consists of a knowledge 
of physical and moral truth, which are immutable 
and eternal. They form a part of the nature and 
consti{ution ofthings. ‘The revolutions and chan- 
ges which have taken place in the moral and phy- 
sical sctences, that have prevailed at different pe 
riods, are not to be considered as so many actu: 
changes in those sciences, byt only as changes in 
ihe notions which mankind have entertained with 
respect to them. These changes demonstrate the 
uncertainty of human learning, and the mixture 
of hyit and shade, of trath and error, in the phys- 
ical and moral sciences. 

‘There is, however, one striking difference be 
tween physical and moral or rN tone =C1- | 
ence. Inthe former, new fucts, have been dis- | 
covered, which hive formed the principal cause 
of the changes which it bes experienced ; but the 
latter has received no new focts, no additionai 
light, yet it has ondergone more variations and 
changes than the former. This showe the ab- 
etruse and difficult nature of the subject, and the 
fallicy to which all metaphysical reasoning is ex- 
posed. In all moral or metaphysical science, 
there are some obvious truths ; some indispota- 
ble principles ; but these are: blended with nu- 
merous errors, the result of assumed positions 
and fallacious reasoning.—It is not necessary to 
attempt to prove the abstruseness and uncertain- 
ty of all metaphysical knowledge ; this 1s admit- 
ied by every one. 

We have made these preliminary observations 
with a view to show what have been the conse- 


oF 


best but a mixture of trath and error, of light and 
dar! itis but an imperfect guide, an obscure 
and often dec eptive light. It cannot be pretend. 

ed that theriogy or school divinity bas higher 
claims toinfallibility, clearness and certainty, than 
other metaphysical sciences, or that it is less ab- 
struse, donbiful, and unintelligible. It would 
be very easy to demonstrate, both by argument 
a priort, and a posterior?, that theology is the most 
abstruse and anceriaio of all metaphysical science 
—that even its first principles are assumptions and 
disputable ground, and its reasoning the most in- 
conclusive and faliacious. | Butif we admit school 
theology to stand on the same ground as other 
metaphysical sciences, what, we ask, is the conse- 
quence of engrafling this scholastic learning into 
the jrosp 12 The moment Christianity becomes 
a metaphysical system of learning. it has, to say 


Lness ’ 


¥, than any other moral science. It is at once 
brought to a level with other: branches of human 


learning ; ifithas no higher character for truth, 
it cannot have as to ifs origin or nature. Ik is 
true we hear about the system of theology, of Doc 


tor A. and the bouy of Div imity, of the K 
B.&c. Ifwe were not accustomed to th 
this would appear marvellous enough. 
méant by this D. D’s divinity, and that everend’: 
system of theolog vy? Is it to be onder: eee that 
these are identical with Christianity ? If s », they 
are useless. as contaming only w hat can * found) 
in the gospels; if they are any thing more, 
what does this addition consist, and from whence 
was itobtained 2? fave these sysiem makers and 
creed-manufactarers, any new facts, any additional 
light ? 
vine will, 
kind ? 
which the rest of the worid is ignorant ? 
Itis clear that these systems of theology and 

bodies of divinity, of learned Doctors, are only 
schemes of human ingenuity and learning. and 
hike every other system of human origin, subject 
to error and uncertainty. The system of divini 
ty of a learned Doctor of that science has no 
greater claim to truth, than asystem of medical 
theory, ofa learned doctor of Pr nysic. Medical 
science has been subject to great ductuations, it is 
time, but no one can contend that it has experien- 
ced greater changes than that of school divinity. 
Do we not, then, perceive the consequences of 
converting Cbristiantty into scholastic divinity ? 
Is it not to destroy the divine origin and charac- 
ter of. the. Christian religion ? What is revela- 


ev'd Mr 
ese things 
W hat t« 





quences of converting the Christian religion into 
a metaphysical science. We say, metaphysical, 
because it cannot be denied that school ¢ divinity 18; 
a metaphysical science, and of all others the most 
austruse, subt'e, and hypothetical. We ask what 


i they are 


tion? Isat not a communication of certain moral 
and religsous truths which were not known.or not 
‘properly understood before ? 


These traths may 
be facts, 


principles. and maxims ; but whatever 


, they must be essentially perfect and in- 


the least, no higher claims to Twevn and CemTain- 


Have they a secret*revelation of the di 
not communicated to the rest of man- 
Or, have they a process of reasoning of 
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a system by the ingenuity of man. 
ua! of revelation are not essentially complete and in-:must see that as the time of trouble immedi. tely 
}: telligible in themselves, they can never become preceded the awakening of those who slept in the 

Patt eo by the reasoning of man, for human reasoning, dust of the earth, and as the Saviour applies them 
f i rt upon this subject, as well as upon all others, must ‘to the destrneticn of Jerusalem, the consequences 
| ae be exposed to error and uncertainty. If the expressed in Daniel 2d. took place at that time, 
truths of revelation, as communicated, do netcon ;the days being shortened for the elect’s sake.— 
stitute a sys‘em of divinity, can they be formed After Jesus bad notified his followers of the signs 
into one by priestly skill? Are these divine truths that would precede this destruction, and the ca- 


io be considered as only the raw materials, useless 
as they are, acd fit only to be putinto the hands of 
the ecclesiastical artizan, to be manufactured into 


lamities that would attend it, he declares, verse 
34th, ** Verily I say unto you, this generation 
shall not pass, till all these things be fultiled.”’— 


useful commodities ? Such. indeed, ts the fact, If then, these things were to be fuliiled in that 
according to prevailing opinions and practices. — generation, itis absurd to be looking for them to 
TRENCHARD. — take places: yeral thousand years hence. 
cam «| Phe pas-ages under consideration were spoken 
erry _—— : ~~ tothe Pharisees, in consequence oi their seeking 
Religious Buguirer, to slay him, hecause he had healed the impotent 
HARTFORD, SATURDAY SEPTEMBER >. Jazg, Man at the Pool of Bethesda, on the Sabbath day 
a Pid a _. "To these superstitions bigots, he declares the au 
BY. John v. 28, 29. ** Wurvel not at this: for the thority he derived from the Father, who had sent 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the, "1M Into the world; and Jesus undoubtedly 
craves, shall hear his voice, and shall come forth ; SPeaking of the new dispensation by him to be in- 
they that hove done good, unto the resurrection of troduced into the world, and the consequences 
Life; and they that have done evil, to tu resur- {attending it. This ts believed by divines gener 
ally, especially as referring to the 25th verse.— 
* The hour is coraing, and now is, when the dead 
i ae 5 te Pal shalt hear the voice of the Son of God,” Ke. 
. ine passage uncer consideration has xenerally | 'T hat is. the voice of the Son of God ts heard ta 
eae Leen considered by divines, as a parallel passage ‘the cospel—the dead, are those that are in spiril- 
ti with Damiel xn. 2. ** And many of them that ual darkness, blindness. and sin, 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some| There is an expression in this verse that de- 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever-'serves notice. The first clause says, ‘ the dead 
. fasting contempt.” Alzo, with Matt. xxV, 46. | shall hear’’—the latter clause.—"* and they that 
‘*Phese shall go away into everlasting punish-|hear shall live.’—This is tantamount to saving, 
ment, but the righteous into life eternal.” If they shall all live—that is. raised to the “ remut- 
these passages have reference to the same event, ‘rection of life.’ This seems to setaside the 29th 
they need but one explanation. Daniel in the Ist verse. and render it useless. But if we attend 
verse, says, ‘ And at that time sbail Michael carefally to the 24th verse, the difficulty vanish- 
stand up, the great prince which standeth for the es. ‘* He that HeaRETH my word, and believeth 
children of my people, and there shall be a time'on him that sent me. hath everlasting life, and 
of trouble, such as never was since there was a shall not come into condoumalien. but IS passed 
nation even to that same time: and at that time from death unto life.” It appears from this that 
hy people shall be delivered, every one thatshall geriny must be connected with hearing in order 
be found written in the book. (2d. verse.) And to possess eternal life ; and as it is said, that he 
many of them that sleep inthe dust of the earth that believeth shall not come into condemnation, 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to it certainly is implied, that he who heareth the 
shame and everlasting contempt.” ‘This evident-: word, and does not believe. will come into con- 
ly refers fo circumstances attendant on the des-idemnation. Therefore the 29th may read thus : 
iruction of Jerusalem, as is proved by the testi- they who hear the “ voice,” or word of the Son 
mony of € hrist, inthe 24th of Matthew. In giv-jof God, shail come forth, they that have cone 
ng the sigus that would precede that destruction,!** good.” that is, ‘‘ believed,’’ unto the resurrec- 
lie alludes to Damel, and says, » When ye there-|tion of life—and they that have done evil, that is, 
ture shall see the abomination of desolation spok- believed not, to the resurrection of damnation 
en of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy jor condemnation——as it is written, he that believ- 
place ; then let them which be in Judea, flee un-! eth not is condemned drotdy—while he that be- 
o the inountains,”” &c. and adds, almost in the lieveth. iz saved by faith from condemnation. 
tanguage of Daniel, ** For then shall be great ~~ A query may now suggest itself to the mind of 
bulation, such as was not since the beginning of! the reader, viz. is the word graves ever used in 
the Scriptures in 2 figurative sense ? We-an- 












































gection of damnation.” 


[Coneluded from page 182 | 


he world to this time, no, nor ever ehal! be | 











-_* 


REare INQUIRER. 9 


+ nem mee 








~ ——--~ — 








swer. See Ezek. xxxvii. 12. ** Behold, O, your readers, and be subservient to the cause of 
my people, | will open your graves, and cause) trath. 
you Lo come up out of your graves, and bring you 


juto the land of Israel.’ Again, verse 13. ** And REMARKS. 
ye shall know that 1 am the Lord, when Thavej| it is probable that Mr. C. will attempt to jastify 


opened your graves, Oh my people, and bronght} himself for this unfeeling deed, on the plea that 
you up out of your graves.” The reader ts re-| be acted conscientiously, and on this ground his 
quested to examine the chapter. He will find| Methodist brethren will attempt to defend him ; 
that the dry bones are a representation of the! but let thein remember, that this plea has been 
wretched state of the house of Israel—seattered| made an excuse tor the blackest of crimes, the 
among the nations of the world, andin a state of | vilest of deeds. 
blindaecss and darkness, which is represented by! ‘The Jews set up this claim, when they crucifi- 
the grave, or graves. Tobriny them out of their ed the Redeemer. Saul of Tarsus acted consei- 
craves, is, to bring them out of their dispersed entiously in persecuting the disciples of Christ. 
state, and from darkness, to the repossession of The Roman Catholics acted from the same teel- 
their own tand ; and to all the privileges apper-|ings when they murdered men, women, and c! ||- 
taining thereanto. dren, as heretics. Culvin undoubtedly conscien- 
The Greek word, Hades, which ts translated jtiou-ly believed it was his duty to burn Servetus. 
grave, according to Parkuurst, signifies, obsewre,! Our ancestors thought they were doing God ser- 
durk, invisible—therefore may be used with pro-lyice when they whipped, hang, and banished Qua- 
priety ina figurative sense, denoting, that blind-|kers, persecuted Baptists, and despised Metho- 
aess which obscures or hides things from the mind, jdists, and Mr. C. with the same spirit, yea, the 
and that darkness which veils the understanding. |same spirit which committed all these horrid 
To bring out of the graves, may then signify, as it) deeds, refuses the dying request of an aged father, 
does ta Ezekiel, to bring out of obscurity and dark- | wounds the feeliogs of his dearest relations, and 
ness. The voice of tae Son of God elects this, | disgusts, by his unfeeling conduct, every person of 
in calling men from the darkness of heathen su-|scber sense and reflection, in his own neighbor- 
perstition, and the blindness of Jewish traditions|hood, who are not blinded by sectarian bigotry. 
and bigotry. 





Let him not say, we charge him too high, by say- 
— ing he has acted by the same spirit whichis the 
Elbridge, N.Y. jsource of all those murders and crimes of deepest 
die, which have beea perpetrated by one sect up- 
If the following circumstance should be|on another. Let him first say, what induced him 
deemed worthy a place in your useful columns.|to de ay the dying request of is futher, and re- 
as it will serve to expose the blind superstition) fuse the anxious solicitetions of his uncle.—-Wi 
and bigotry of our age, you will confer a favor on|he say, that he believes Universalism o be a false 


Rev'd. Siz. 


your friend by giving it publicity. hood, and that he felt it to be his duty to refuseue 
J.WHITNAL.  |ihe request, and to oppose that sentimest to the 7 


inthe town of Camillus, county of Onondaga,|atmost of his power ’ ‘This he wall say. All 
N. Y. there recently lived an aged brother of the| who have persecuted, have said the same. 
denomination of Shakers. Being warned of his ap- let bim lay bis hand upon his heart, and say, whe- 
proaching dissolution, and feeling his dependence |ther he gsc not, if the laws of our country ad- 
on our ‘** God, who is the God of saivation, to|mitted of it, use every method in his power, to 
whom belong the issues from death,” called to-|destroy this doctrine he esteems erroneous, ever 
gether his friends, to make the necessary arrange-,to burning its advocates. 
ments for his departure ; and placing the most! Wecall upon Mr. C. seriously to reflect upor 
implicit conlidence in his son, P C s, hisconduct. We wish him to bring himsel! in 
that he would grant an aged father his dying re-' imagination, once more to the dying bed; let him 
quest. made choice of a neighboring minister ofilook on the face of him whom he called father, 
the Universal faith, to preach his funeral sermon. land let him listen to the last words, perhaps, spok- 
Bat this request was promptly denied, after his! en by those lips from whom he has often received 
decease, by his unnatnra! sen, who was a Metno-| expressions ol love and parental instruction, and 
pist, and who had made choice of a Methodist to, let him hear the last dying request.—Can we be- 
preach on the occasion. ‘This being the case, ailieve, in this moment, that he looked in sullen si- 
brother of the deceased wished to be gratified by|lence, without replying ? NO. Can we believe 
having the Minister of his brothers choice take alhe refused a dying father his last request? NO 
part of the exercises by supplicating the throne| Then can we too severely censure a man who vi 
of grace, or addressing the mourners ; but this re-|olated a trust reposed in him in the dying moment 
quest was also de med. As the conduct of the son,|NO. Is this the fruit of Methodist religion ? We 
has been the subject of astonishment, in this vi-|trust not. We cannot believe this is a fair saim- 
cinity, even among those who are not Universal-|ple. Nor can we believe that the f 
ists, | think a few editorial remarks would gratify 'tested by Mr. C, on this oc 
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ah plea or mae NN aE aanenn Ra a A a na : 

: hi ings of his heart. We rather believe his conduct was tie effect of evi) counse]--the counsel of an over-ceaivus and? 
ie bot headed adviser, who knew litte of mankind, and less of the religion of Jesus. And this we are persuaded oj, trom 
} é the Sermon Wisi li was delivered at the funeral. 

it Should this uanatural son read these remarks, we entreat him to examine hia heart, thal Le may learn what man- 
rs, ner of spirit he is of.—-And we pray that w isdom may open his eyes, that lic may see the absurdity o! bis conduct, and 
; learn that such deeds cannot wid the cause of religion ; but rather have a tendency to produce disgust, and to sou 

1 ; the mind against a religion which sanctions the violation of sacred trust reposed Ly the dying—and the best teeungs 

: of the busman heart. 

birt ceed 


ipYET ANOTHER—YES, ANOTHER VICTIM. 279 
A Mrs. Beach, wife of Mir. Elaathan Beach, of Hamilton, N. Y. put an end to her existence on Monday the 2d. inst 
{ by hanging herself in the barn.—it appears that Mr. and Mrs. Beach bad formerly been members of the Presbyterian 
ee church, prior to their removal tollamilion. for some reason they lad net seen fit to unite toemseives with the 
ebarch in that place. Sometime last spring they were visited by the Presbyterian clergyman, who, in a very severe 
~ manner, reprehended Vis. B. for not uniting with the church, and held up bis doctrine of election—eternal misery, Xc, 
in such a manner as to alarmber very mech. ‘This alarm was kept up by a very pious tamily, living eer, until Mrs 
B. became disturbed in mind with the dreadful appre hension of eternal damnation. She at |e ngth concluded she was 
riven up to reprobate mind, and given over to the devil.—She knew the devil would have Ler soul, &c.—In this state 
of mental dersugement, she took advantage of the absence of ler husbanad, who had gone a short distance trom the 
house, fled to the barn. and with a silk handkerchief tied to the ladder on tue side of the hay mow, she destroyed he: 
seli—furmishing another evidence of the homrid etlects of Calvinism, 
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* 

THIS work was commenced in November, 1824. The character and object of it cannot be better explained 
than in the terms of the orginal proposals, © [tis a Repository of free inquiry, and dispassionate discussion, up: 
the mmportant subject to which at is primarily devoted ; and its principal objects are, to attempt to counteract thi 

3 tendency to superstition, whichis incident to human nature; to explain and iflustrate the Sacred Scriptures, as the 
. are understood by those who believe in the Universal Benevolence of Gop, and that from Hun cometh every gov 
i and perlect gift ; to inspire just and exalted ideas of the divine character and goodness; to suppert and extend thy 


suthornty and dominion of reason; tocombat, by the all-powerful weapons of argument and truth, dangerous error 


and prejudices, and the base attempts to ens!ave the human mind, and to erect a ti mporal dominion upon the mora 
weakness and delusions of man ; to disseminate useful information, rational, liberal, and enlightened sentiments ; te 
present in the images of truth, the deformity of vice, the odiousness of bigotry and intolerance, and the love 
finess of virtue and charity—-in fine, to extend the know ledge as the only means of promoting the happiness an 


peace of mankind. 
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matier is doctrinal, controversial, historical, practical, and articles of religious intelligence and miscellany.’ 

Wow far the work has sustaincd the character, and promoted the objects originally disclosed, the Publishers wil 
not undertake to say. But they must be permitted to observe, that if success 13 any evidence oi merit, tis Publ 
tion has not disappointed the expectation of its friends. 11 was commenced under no auspiclous Circumstances. Dit- 
vated in the midst of a community which has long been regarded as the seat of superstition and intolerance, and wher: 
alvinisin and orthodoxy exist in their most odious forms, and ar supported by the most poweriul combinations ; it 
has had to contend with all the opposition originating from pyssion, prejudice, bigotry, interest, ignorance, and a spirit 
Df religious Gowination aud intolerance. It was predicted, that it would not live one year; and ifthe authors of these 
rédictions are proved tobe © false prophets,’ it will not be ‘rom any neglect on their part, fo do allin their power 
D bring about the event they had foretold The utmost pains have been taken by those whose business it 1s to admit 
ter spiritual food to ihe people. to keep the * Inquirer’? from them, and even to preventits being known that there 
yas any such publication in existence. But notwithstaning all these obstac's s, ithas worked its way into extensive 
} revlation, and we have reason to believe, with the smiles of Providence, has been the instrument of breaking the 
ains, and opening the eyes of many, who were in the bondage of superstition, and groping their way in darkness.— 
Be commenced with a subscription of only between three and four hundred, and we can safely say, it bas now mor 
than three dimes thatnumber. Such success was never anticipated by the Publishers tale 

The work wil! we edited, as heretofore. by the Rev. R. Canriravk, and will be continued on the original pian.- 
The past is tic best assurance we can give of the future. It is evident that an unusual spirit of inquiry exists upon re 
ligious subjects ; a number of ltheral and useful publications have sprung up within a few years pact, in diflerent parts 
of our country ; and their circulation rust have the most extensive and happy effect 

Whilst we return our thanks to our Agents, and friends abroad. fv: their kindness and exertions, we invite them t: 
continue their efforts in obtaining subse riptions for the Inquirer. 





The libera! patronage which it has received, wiil enable the Pubhshers to prisent the Second Volume in an cotire 
new dress, which will increase the matter equal to two pages, besides improving its appearance. The TERMS will 
be the same as the First Volume-——Onxe Dollar, payable in advance. his increase of matter, and conse quent increase 
of expense, would justify un addition to the price, more especially as we believe itis now one of the cheapest Publi 
cations in the country ; but as yrofit forms no part ofthe object ofthe Publishers and as itis hoped that the increased 
circulation will compensate for the additional expense, they determined to retain the original terms. 

‘Tiose who obtain len additional Subscribers, shall be entitled to a copy gratis.—All remittances and communica 
tions directed (post paid) to the © Religions Inquirer.’ oe 


' , 1 ay ’ 4 — : . = " 
the Second Volume will commence about the 10th of November next; and those having Subscription P: 


Papers, aré 
Yr oO} ate : ty "et +} } 5 t . . : - p 
equ ate a to return them belore that time, as it is necessary to know. at the commencement of the Volume. the num- 
ber of the copies that may be wanted. ‘Those wishing the First Volume, can be supplied. An Index will be furnish- 
ed at the close ofeach Volume. 


HARTFORD, September, 1022. 








